
February 6, 2019 

Dear family at Cannon Beach, 

It once again has been an intensive but at the same time an enjoyable time with our 
Mangyan students/grandkids. After one week in Tacloban I was able to join Raquel and 
the kids for a couple of weeks. My son in the Lord, Topher, from our Nasuli days stayed 
with us for one week. He and his wife with two young kids are thinking about transferring 
from Tacloban to San Jose, Mindoro to work with us and the Mangyan students. It was 
fun having him and from his recent email to me he thoroughly enjoyed his time working 
with the Mangyan kids. Pray that if indeed it is His will for Topher and Melanie to help us 
with these little ones, it will indeed happen. Melanie is a professional English teacher and 
Topher can help me as an administrator so I can spend more of my time in the translation 
work. 

Monday (Feb 4) I made my way to Calapan to work once again for one month with the 
three Mangyan translation teams who also arrived on Monday and Tuesday from 
throughout Mindoro. This time I took with me Sacheo who is one of the kuyas (older 
brothers) for these younger kids/students. I taught him some basic translation skills and 
even some Greek and Hebrew so he can at least use our Greek-English and Hebrew-
English interlinears. He has also learned our various translation programs and has turned 
out to be a gifted translator. 

Thanking the Lord once again for His many blessings and for bringing our way those who 
are interested in our various services for Him here in the Philippines. 

If you want to read on with pictures of our life in the past two weeks with our Mangyan 
students/grandkids, just scroll down. Pray that we once again will have a productive time 
here in Calapan checking over our translations in three Mangyan languages. Pray also for 
Erica and Raquel as they try to handle for one month teaching the 27 kids without Sacheo 
and me. 

Yours for His Word and Kingdom, 

Kermit and Raquel 

------------------- 

Below: What was previously a rice field that we converted into a soccer field. We had to haul in 10 large 
loads of garden soil, otherwise during the rainy seasons there is up to 4 inches of water on the ground. Last 
year we had 20 loads hauled in. We leveled the mounds of dirt with a sturdy long bamboo pole – with me and 
the kids dragging the pole back and forth over the mounds of dirt. Then I tied the ends and middle of the 



bamboo pole with rope and we pulled it over the mounds of dirt with some of the smaller kids now and then 
standing on the bamboo. 

 



 



 



 

 



I then tied it to our Kia and went up and down the field with one kid standing in the middle and two on each 
end of the bamboo holding onto the ropes. They had a blast, probably just as much fun, if not more, as I 
had waterskiing around their age – however instead of water skis a bamboo pole and instead of water, soft 
dirt. We were able to level the field in no time. Raquel is great at taking pictures. Kind of failed to get 
those shots in. Sorry about that. 

Below: One happy family of hard workers. Our church in the background and our school on the right.  

 

Now we get to play real soccer instead of Kermit’s version of American football/rugby. Picture taken by 
Raquel on our porch outside our kitchen. 



 



 

  



Below: Can you spot in the picture below the old one/yours truly? 

 

 



 

Last week three of our 8th graders were recognized for their high grades for the third quarter. 

(From left to right: Tekosa, Arleth, and Sherilyn) 



 

  



Below: Topher with our students/grandkids. 

 

Friday night Bethany school held their annual English Night. 

Our students lead the event with singing “In Christ Alone” and the national anthem. 



 

After the various performances they handed out the awards. I was sleepy by that time and went to our 
home (only around 70 yards/meters away), so Lola Raquel stayed to take pictures of their receiving their 
awards. Below: Hansel (Jay Ann on the right) and Gretel (Veronica on the left) got runner up. They did a 
great job with their presentation of a well known story or book. We were asked to do one on Hansel and 
Gretel. I was familiar with the title but could not remember the story, if I ever heard the story. After 
reading the short story I was not all that impressed, so Raquel and I made up our own dialogue kind of 
following the theme of the book, but giving it a Christian bent. Ours went: 

Gretel (Veronica): Hansel, our stepmother left us here in the forest to die because there is not enough 
food in our house for all of us. I am afraid. (Crying) What shall we do? 

Hansel (Jay Ann): Take comfort my little sister. God won’t forsake us. We will be able to find our way 
safely through all this. 

Gretel: Thanks kuya (older brother) for your comforting word. God, you take care of us. I know you will. 



 

 

Below: Hansel and Gretel with Jizel. Jizel represented our elementary class with the “Pastor’s memory 
verses”, which was Psalms 139:13-16 and James 4:13-17. She did a great job – I (Lolo) was impressed with 
her delivery. However due to her pausing a couple of seconds midway trying to remember the next clause 
she got in 3rd place. Still she is a champion in my eyes. Actually we appreciate them all and feel blessed with 
Him handing these 27 over to our care. 



 

Until the next episode of the life of Kermit and Raquel, praying He will fill you with His many blessings, and 
that you will enjoy them thoroughly. 


